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its neighbour Spain, carried him a step nearer,
since, by confirming his Catholic sympathies, it
pointed the way to a possible counter-reformation
which would have brought England ultimately
into entire subjection to France. He was carried
still further by the renewal of hostilities with
Holland - the one serious rival to France's am-"
bition to dominate Europe. By 1667, therefore,
Charles entered into a private agreement with
Louis XIV not to interfere with the latter's designs
in the Spanish Netherlands, while Louis in turn
promised to refrain from supporting the Dutch.
It was the first of a series of similar secret com-
pacts which were to cause infinite trouble in the
future. For such a treaty, the terms of which are
known only to two persons and perhaps a few
confidants, implying obligations on either side
which neither has the right to contract without
the will and assent of the people, is the most
dangerous weapon - as time and experience have
shown - in the whole armoury of international
politics. But since diplomacy was almost entirely
dependent on personalities in the seventeenth
century, and communications were slow, and an
unprejudiced and well-informed Press did not
exist, the King or his Ministers could easily and
conveniently forget their responsibility to the
State whenever an occasion arose for satisfying